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attachment among the princes in Germany; if known,
lie could only be known as a soft and fantastic youth,
Ho had fallen into contempt, notwithstanding his royal
title, in Italy, as a mere instrument in the hands of the
crafty Matilda and of the Pope. Sympathy with the
injured father, and prudent considerations for the in-
terest of the Empire, as well as the urgent solicitations
of the Emperor, swayed the majority of the princes. In
a great Diet at Cologne, Conrad was declared
'to have forfeited his title. With unanimous
consent the succession was adjudged to his younger
brother Henry, who was anointed King at Aix-la-
Chapelle. The suspicious father exacted a solemn oath
from his son, that during his father's lifetime, and with-
out his permission, he would neither claim the govern-
ment of the Empire, nor even the patrimonial territories.
As if oaths would bind a son who should despise the
affection and authority of a father! The death
of Conrad removed all fears of a contention
between the brothers for the Imperial Crown.

All was prosperity with Henry: his turbulent and
agitated life seemed as if it would close in an august and
peaceful end. By skilful concessions, by liberal grants.,
by courteous demeanour, he reconciled, or more firmly
attached the Princes of Saxony, Bohemia, and other
parts of Germany to his cause. Even religious hatred
seemed to be dying away; his unrepealed excommuni-
cation was forgotten; and some of the severest eccle-
siastics of the Papal party condescended to accept pro-
motion from the hands of the interdicted Sovereign.

The Emperor proclaimed Peace throughout the land
and the realm for four years ;b he required a solemn

b Land und Reich's Priede.   It comprehended private and public wans.